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The end of January marked the end of our first year with
Nasko and Sevdalin as part of our family. This year has been
full of ups and downs for them, us and our biological children.
When we first brought the boys home, they had no ability to
communicate with us and no concept of how to be a part of a
family. As we look back on the past year, we are so grateful for
the changes we see in both Nasko and Sevdalin. We have finally
reached a point where we can all play games together, go for
bike rides and laugh around the dinner table. In the past year,
both boys have learned to swim, play on a soccer team and are
now beginning to read English. We are thrilled to see them doing
things they had never done during the 8 and 9 years they lived in
Bulgaria.

What are Nasko & Sevdalin’s biggest challenges?
Learning how to be a part of a family and showing kindness and respect
to others has been difficult for the boys. They are also pretty far behind
developmentally, so simple things like learning their ABC’s, basic
addition and reading have been very challenging.

Both of them are huge fans of pizza and ice cream! Nasko really likes
to read, watch Curious George and ride his bike. Sevdalin loves math,
Mickey Mouse and playing UNO!
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Sentayhu

Sentayhu is an eight year old little
girl who lost both her parents at
a very young age. According
to the caregivers, Sentayhu
is very withdrawn and in
much need of love and

affection.
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Even though none of the children had a
family supporting them, they all served
as family members. This was something
to truly admire, how they took care of
each other.




We're Home!
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Rebecca Cruttenden, dedicated mom of three
and grant recipient, took on the 140 mile Texas
Ironman in an effort to bring more children home
to their forever families! In the months leading up
to the main event, Rebecca raised an incredible
$7,200 to place towards the adoption of a group
of siblings from Taiwan. This is the second
marathon Rebecca has completed for the benefit
of Brittany’s Hope. Rebecca has truly become
an inspiration to many and a valued supporter
and representative of Brittany’s Hope. She is,
without question, our Superhero!
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he Brittany’s Hope Sunflower Project was born from a dream of providing essential items
and a small measure of comfort to those children aging out of over crowded orphanages.
These children often leave with nothing but the clothes they are wearing.

One can only imagine the fear and trepidation confronting these precious children as they
are forced to strike out on their own at such a tender age to make room for the incoming younger orphans.
The Sunflower Project’s goal was to provide a duffle bag with a set of clothes, undergarments, toiletries, blankets, towels, shoes,
rain gear, first aid kits and other necessary items, to children facing this new chapter in their lives, alone.

This ambitious project was met with delays in gathering and storing enough items to fill 404 bags and arranging their
shipment to Vietnam. With the help of Elizabethtown College students and a generous donation from Binex Line shipping
company the bags were packed and shipped to Vietnam in March. In late May, Brittany’s Hope, in a joint venture
with Elizabethtown College, traveled to Vietnam to complete a number of service projects for
orphanages in need. We partnered with the Da Nang Red Cross Association
to distribute the bags to older children aging out of
five orphan centers in the region. On International
Children’s Day, we were honored to have several
government officials and local news crews attend
the Sunflower Distribution Ceremony.




